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Uniting European forces against disinformation

In January 2024, an interdisciplinary consortium of eight European countries launched a project to
fight disinformation, fake news and foreign interference. Funded by the European Union (EU) through
the Horizon Europe Programme, the research project, Al4Debunk, brings together political scientists,
sociologists, journalists and computer science experts to achieve an ambitious goal: debunk
disinformation and fake news. To achieve this goal, the international consortium will elaborate
trustworthy online activity to provide citizens with efficient Artificial Intelligence (Al)-powered tools.

The issue of disinformation, fake news and propaganda has been a dominant theme in the headlines
for several years. The COVID-19 crisis became a test case, showing that the effectiveness of how the EU
and its democratic societies deal with disinformation and destructive propaganda remains rather low.
Since Russia’s invasion in Ukraine, in parallel with individual country efforts, the European Commission
(EC) and other international organisations have undertaken fact-checking and debunking activities to
counter Russia’'s massive propaganda and disinformation. Summarising the EU experience and
response to the threat posed by disinformation, fake news and foreign influence, one can conclude
that there has been a significant gap between the response by the EU and the disinformation impact
on the minds of the Europeans and the stability of the EU during the COVID-19 crisis. This gap has been
narrowed by the EU's response to the war in Ukraine. The emotional reaction of the Europeans to the
war in Europe forged an unprecedented unity within the EU.
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However, a large part of today’s generation
have not been trained to distrust public
narratives. Therefore, we will be happy to
share our historic experiences and unique
knowledge of Russia's propaganda
machine with our colleagues to enrich the
project’s findings.

Finally, | would like to share my thoughts
that stemmmed from Al4Debunk’s “warm-
up” meeting in the Latvian Parliament on
March 12, 2024.
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Firstly, even though it is vital to provide
citizens with comprehensive facts and
figures, is it clearly not enough during hard
times. More than ever, the EU must
confront cynics and sceptics. European
leaders must find a proper combination of
facts to override false news and emotional
engagement to provide reasons for hope
and confidence. Secondly, rooting out
disinformation is a crucial goal for the EU.
Unfortunately, in the current war of
narratives, the EU does not seem
convincing in comparison with the
infodemic spread by Russia, China and
other non-democratic players. | believe that
Al4Debunk could improve the EU citizens’
resistance to disinformation. Thirdly, the
current regulation on Al should be
complemented by other means like media
literacy, critical thinking, fact-checking, etc.

Despite the “war-fatigue” regarding Russia's
ongoing full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
evidence-based information in combination
with debunking of disinformation should
help Europeans maintain their trust in the
European project.
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