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International organizations classify disinformation as one of the main threats to
democracy for more than a decade now. Digital technologies relentlessly reinvent
and profoundly reshape modern lifestyles, citizens’ and business environments. Al is
bringing a new disruption into the way we access knowledge and create, spread and
understand information, by blurring the lines between real information and
manipulated information.

Digital revolution’s impact on society

The digital revolution is reaching its golden age, in continuity with previous transformations which
occurred within less than a decade. By 2024, the number of world mobile phone owners forecast to
reach 7,21 billion. Around 67% of the world population has currently access to the Internet - it was only
1% in 1995. Changes have loomed in quickly like a tsunami, without the possibility for people to step
backwards or think them over, neither for all stakeholders to adapt skills, education courses nor to
convert manifold economic sectors. These trends generated incredible optimism among European
decision-makers (digitize the EU, single digital market, quick business entrepreneurs, etc.). Yet, this was

echoed by latent pessimism among the situation losers who could not catch up (traditional investors,

elderly people, redundant employees in automated sectors, and people with low IT skills literacy).
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While technology opens new opportunities
and can lead to positive transformations in
various sectors such as health, the economy
or civil society empowerment, it also
contributes to the erosion of authority and
values, which are replaced by endless
access to information and connectivity,
including fake and manipulated content.

Limits may also be necessary to prevent
algorithms or bots dictating our lifestyles
and creating space for the manipulation of
elections. A ‘great firewall’ should protect
Europe against cyber interferences and
manipulated content.

Maintaining stability and trust in
institutions, democratic systems, the media
and economic structures will become a
challenge in this rapidly changing
landscape. Cybersecurity and the fight
against disinformation should be among
the highest priorities.
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